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Dear Church Family,

September, and COVID is still with us, although for those who have received two inoculation and  are fully
vaccinated there is not the fear that existed a year and a half ago.  Fear of the unknown was a tangible thing 18
months ago.  What is this COVID?  What is going to happen to us, to me?  Those and many more questions assailed
us.  But a simple vaccine took away the fear.  Death, which all of us will one day face, also brings fear to most
people, but we who have received Jesus as Saviour don't have to live with that fear.  We know what is going to
happen at death and confidently in faith can live our lives knowing we have eternity with Christ ahead of us.

Summer is a relatively slow time for us.  Ministry slows as people take vacations.  Gary has far fewer e-mails to
answer, far fewer reports to process or prepare.  For both of us, the Bible studies we lead here in Chilliwack take a
break during the summer months.  Gary's online study with other World Team men continues, but that is bi-weekly,
so not as much work.  What do we do?  We catch up on work which isn't critical and has been left until "later" and we
take a few weeks of vacation time. 

Our vacation time this summer was split.  We spent a week in June camping
with David, Katrina and our grandchildren, and then two weeks in August on
the Chilcotin Platteau of British Columbia, a place with hardly any residents
and even fewer tourists.  Camping in remote recreation sites we are often all
alone for days at a time.  We are in places with no cell phone reception, no
internet, and AM or shortwave radio reception only after the sun sets.  We
had a very peaceful vacation camping, hiking and canoeing.  

Summer is not all leisure, we do keep busy, just not hyper busy.  Right now
Gary is starting to get ready for a World
Team leaders meeting in Italy at the
beginning of October.  The World Team
Area leaders, National Office Directors and
Training Department Leaders, plus a few
others invited this year, will meet in
Florence, Italy to work through current
mission issues and plan for the future.  We
have a very busy time, meeting most of the
day and often in the evenings.  Please ask
the Lord to guide us as we meet, seek the Lord's will and make plans.  Pray, too,
for safety and health for all involved.

This month we have a webinar for all our Americas Area missionary on the topic of
sexual integrity and another on child safeguarding.  We live in a world where we
have to always be diligent and watch over those we lead and those with whom we
work and partner.  Please ask the Lord to help us be watchful and see potential
problem situations before they actually become problems.



Camping with David, Katrina, Alex
and Caitlyn

Our World Team missionaries in the Caribbean and South America all live in
places where COVID is still a horrendous threat.  Vaccination is lagging greatly
in most underdeveloped countries and many, many people are still dying as a
result of this disease.  Here in North America we have great hospitals, the most
modern equipment and unlimited access to medications.  That is not the case in
poorer countries.  A letter Gary received from Cuba is heartbreaking as a close
friend details the way the disease is ravaging the country and so many are dying. 
Pray for pastors and congregations in these countries, asking the Lord to use
them to bring comfort and help to those around them who are suffering.

Our family is doing well.  Christy is the one who is of most concern.  Although
she is fully vaccinated against COVID she is immuno-suppressed because of the
anti-rejection medications she takes as a lung transplant recipient.  
Vaccinations do not completely protect her.  Since we want to be able to be
with her, we have to be extra careful ourselves.  Please continue to pray for
Christy's health.  We thank the Lord for keeping her well.

Many times we have asked you to pray for more workers for our ministries in
Manaus, Trinidad and Lima.  We now have one couple ministering in Manaus, a
second in language school who will be in Manaus next year and a third couple
raising support to go to Manaus.  Thank you for your prayers.  Please continue
to ask the Lord to touch the hearts of those He wants to see minister in
Trinidad and Lima, Peru.

As we have gone through this last year and a half of COVID we, like many
missionaries, have seen a drop in donations towards our support.  Our drop has not been drastic, but we are in decline. 
Many churches have had large declines in income, many people have lost their jobs or been laid off for long periods. 
This has been a difficult time.  We are so thankful for those who have been able to continue to help with our support
and feel deeply for those who themselves have lost their income.  Please pray that donations to our support would
recover to their normal levels, and pray the same for all of the missionaries you know.  If you would like
information on how to help with our support please write or e-mail us.

Thank you for your prayers for us and the many different ways in which we minister.  Sometimes the list of things to
do seems overwhelming, but when we ask the Lord to order our lives, everything falls into place.  Your prayers help
that happen.  Thank you for being a part of our team.

In Jesus' love,

Gary and Sandra
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